
December 21, 2020 
 
Dear St. Paul Church Family and Friends, 
 
 Merry Christmas!!!  
 
Though we are unable to gather to worship, we still celebrate the 
birth of the Christ Child with shouts of joy.  
 
We are very aware that the weekly worship packets have not been 
arriving on time. You can access the weekly bulletin on the St. Paul 
webpage: www.stpaulnb.org. Just click the yellow BULLETINS box 
in the upper right hand corner. 
 
Next week’s packet will not include this letter. Nor will it include 
updated financials. We thank you for your understanding.  
 
We have three Council positions that need filled: First Year Trustee. 
Junior Deacon and Treasurer. Please contact Jeff Quellhorst or 
Roland Dicke if you are interested in any of these positions.  
 
We are seeking a volunteer with snow removal equipment who would 
be available for snow removal on weekdays on the west side of our 
property and on weekends for our parking lots. Please contact Jeff 
Quellhorst or Roland Dicke if you are interested.  
 
2020 has been a difficult year. We thank you for your faithfulness and 
generosity in the midst of this global pandemic. Your passion for 
loving God and loving neighbor is a real gift!  
 
Grace and Peace, 

           
Jeff Quellhorst       Roland Dicke  Becky Erb Strang Dee Schroer 
 Council President  Council VP   Senior Pastor   Associate Pastor 
 
 
Please keep the family of Dave Kuck in your prayers. Dave 
passed away December 15, 2020. Services to celebrate 
his life were held Saturday, December 19, 2020. 
 

Financial Information as of December 21, 2020 
Operating Fund    Local Aid 
Beg. Balance ($2,974.14)   Beg. Balance $9,934.05 
Giving Income $6,269.18(weekly)   Income $18,803.00(YTD) 
Endowment Transfers $37,942.92(ytd)  Expenses $22,847.82(YTD) 
Income $295,848.54 (YTD)            Balance $5,889.23 
Expenses $301,575.55 (YTD)        Bless Pantry Inc. $20,346.16 
Balance ($8,701.15)                             Bless Pantry Ex. $12,458.19 
Building Maint & Property Care            Balance $7,887.97 
Beg. Balance $83,428.04          Our Church Wider Mission 
Income $16,549.00 (YTD)    Pledge $30,000.00 
Endowment Income $4,304.33 (YTD) Income $620.00(weekly) 
Expenses $32,825.34(YTD)            Income $24,312.00 (YTD) 
Balance $71,456.03              Project of the Year   
                                             Income $25.00(weekly)           
                                 Balance $2,548.00 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.stpaulnb.org/


 
 



Meditation                                                                                                    Tatum Temple  

When Jesus was born, people knew he was going to do great things. In the New 

Testament readings, we learn about Simeon, a man who knew he would meet the 

Messiah before he would pass away. Upon seeing Jesus, he knew that the baby boy was 

the Messiah. He rejoiced when he realized it. This story is a bit different than Anna. She 

lived in the temple for a long time, never leaving it as she would pray and worship 

everyday. Anna knew the Messiah was coming, and would give thanks to God about it. 

Both Simeon and Anna in this story had one thing in common. They had faith that the 

Lord was coming.  

Everyone encounters faith in a different way. I would have to consider myself lucky 

as I grew up in the church. I don’t think there was an exact moment in time where I thought 

I would become a Christian. Growing up, my mom always took me to church on Sundays. 

My cousins and I were always in Sunday school together, and we would sit with my entire 

family during the church service. Some times, we’d even go to the Wednesday night 

dinners that was hosted at the church because my family wanted to raise my cousins and 

me to have a strong relationship with Christ.  

It was how I thought everyone was like until I was in fourth grade. A boy in my 

science class had asked me who my dad was. To those who know me well, you may 

know I’m a child of a single mother, but at that time, I didn’t really know that was something 

some people would find strange. That didn’t mean I had no answer for him. I looked the 

boy straight in the eyes, and without missing a beat, I said, “God. God’s my Father.” 

Looking back, I realized that answer came from growing up in the church. I knew that God 

was the Father, and that He was everyone’s father as He created us all. Because of this, 



I never felt as if I was missing something.  While the boy in my class may have asked for 

my answer in a more literal sense, it didn’t matter to me. I was lucky that I have faith in 

my life to help me through.  

In sixth grade, I moved here to New Bremen, where a friend from school invited 

me to come here, where I grew more into my faith. It was here that I could become more 

involved in the church by participating in activities and serving others. On Sunday nights, 

I’d go to Youth Group, connecting with others who wanted to grow in their faith as well. I 

was able to go on a mission trip to help people in New York, who were still recovering 

from a hurricane. This was all because I felt comfortable here, and knew this was how I 

could grow in my faith. The way I praise God is through acts of service and through 

connecting with others as I feel a stronger connection whenever I do that.  

Everyone’s faith is a bit different as everyone comes face-to-face with faith in 

different ways. While I grew up in the church and feel comfortable sharing my faith through 

acts of service and connecting with others, others do not. The prophet from the passage, 

Anna, shared her faith through prayer. It was how she became more connected with 

Christ, as she knew when Jesus had come. Her story is different from Simeon, who knew 

he was going to see Him, and when he did, he rejoiced.   

It is important to have faith, to know that He is with us. Before Jesus was born, 

people were looking forward to the day that He would come to the earth because of the 

things He would do. Today, we are lucky enough to know that is true, but we still need to 

grow in our faith, whether it’s through prayer, actions, or just simply believing in Him.  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Paul United Church of Christ 
119 North Franklin Street 
New Bremen, Ohio 45869 

Phone (419-629-2502), Fax (419-629-3207) 
Email stpaulnb@nktelco.net or stpaulnb@gmail.com 

Visit our website at https://stpaulnb.org  
Like and follow our page St. Paul United Church of Christ – New 

Bremen, Ohio on Facebook 
Rev. Becky Senior Pastor 

Pastor Dee Associate Pastor 
Jeff Quellhorst-Council President 

 
Welcome to St. Paul UCC, we are glad you are here!! 

Welcome!  Your presence, increases our joy as we praise our loving 
Savior.  May every blessing be yours. 
 

December 27, 2020  
First Sunday after Christmas 

 
Worship Leaders 

 Ministers                     The Congregation 
 Rev. Becky Erb Strang                   Senior Pastor 
 Pastor Dee Schroer                     Associate Pastor 
 Tatum Temple             Guest Worship Leader 
 Cheyenne Olt                                                    Accompanist/Vocalist 
 
GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETING AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES: As we light the altar and 
Christ candles, you are invited to light a candle or candles at home in 
preparation for worship. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

mailto:stpaulnb@nktelco.net
mailto:stpaulnb@gmail.com
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WELCOME SONG   No Matter  

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
   (From Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems. The Westminster Press.)  
 Leader: Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons. 
 People: The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem or in Times 
 Square, 
 Leader: For Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way to 
 Jerusalem—determinedly, inevitably… 
 People: Even now Christmas comes in the face of hatred and  
 warring—no atrocity too terrible to stop it, no Herod strong 
 enough, no hurt deep enough, no curse shocking enough, no 
 disaster shattering enough.  
 Leader: For someone on earth will see the star; someone will hear 
 the angel voices; someone will run to Bethlehem; someone will know 
 peace and goodwill:  
 People: The Christ is born!  
 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS CAROL      Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

 



CALL TO CONFESSION 
 Leader: Let us confess our sins before God and one another.  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 
 Loving God, over these past weeks our worship and praise have 
focused on what you have done for us in Jesus. Forgive us if we 
think today that Christmas is over. Prompt us, Holy God, to continue 
your work of Christmas in our acts of care and compassion that 
express your love, shown in the Christ Child, a love that continues 
to flow to us, and through us, to all people. Amen.  
SILENT CONFESSION OF SIN 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 Leader: This is the good news of Jesus Christ. We can stand before 
God, not through our own goodness, but through God’s great kindness to 
us. Rejoice and be glad. God promises the gift of new life!  
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 

*RESPONSE   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (chorus) 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT: (copyright 2008 sundaychildrensfocus.com) 
 On this first Sunday of the Christmas season, I want to talk about the 
meaning of Christmas. I’ve placed a crèche, a nativity scene, on this table 
as a reminder that Christmas is about Jesus’ birthday.  
 Christmas is an exciting time. There are special meals, lots of gifts 
and singing of favorite Christmas carols. If I were to place Christmas gifts 
and Christmas food here on the table, what happens? (We can no longer 
see Baby Jesus).  
 At Christmastime, it can be easy to lose track of why we celebrate. 
We get busy with meals and gifts and cards and shopping that we lose 



sight of Jesus. Jesus is the greatest gift of the season. (Take away 
everything obscuring the nativity scene).  
 Let us pray. Thank you, God, for Jesus. Remind us again and again 
that it is Jesus’ life and love are the greatest gifts we can receive this 
season. Let us always make room for Jesus because that’s what 
Christmas is all about. Amen. 
 

CAROL     What Child Is This 

 



PASTORAL JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE 
Joys: Birth Candle Billie Rosiland Micheal born to Adam Micheal and 
Anna Nielsen on December 14, 2020. Billie is welcomed by sister Lára 
and grandparents Lori & Mark Likens and Brett Micheal & Jody Ritter. 
Concerns: We are continuing to pray for Ellen Topp (The James), Tom 
Quellhorst, Drew Wray, Macie Barlage, Deb Lear, Jan Dammeyer, and 
Pastor Dee Schroer.  
 

PRAYERS IN THE STILLNESS 
 Leader: I invite you to get in a comfortable position of rest. I invite 
you to get as quiet and still as you can. I invite you to take a deep breath 
and a deep listening posture—perhaps close your eyes or focus on a 
candle—as we prepare for our time of prayer.  
 Soloist:    In The Stillness  

 



PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYER 
 O God, our love, we rejoice that you became flesh and made your 
dwelling among us, even as we long for your return. 
 As we wait, our hearts overflow with gratitude: 
  For the beauty of creation… 
  For your work in the world… 
  For signs of peace and reconciliation… 
  For our community and its leaders… 
  For your work accomplished through your church… 
 For all these reasons and so much more we give you praise. 
 As we celebrate the birth of your Son as a helpless child, we also 
yearn for his return, for the day in which there will be no more sorrow, 
pain, or death. 
 Today, we remember in prayer: 
  The nations of the world… 
  Those in positions of authority… 
  The needs of our community… 
  The cries of the poor, the hungry, the hurting… 
  St. Paul Church as we live into your call to see Jesus in others… 
 Hear us now as we lift up to you the prayers of our hearts.  
 SILENCE 
 We offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our source of 
hope. Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (sung to the tune of Away in a Manger) 
 Creator in heaven, all praise to your name!  
 Your kingdom among us, your will done the same. 
 By mortals and angels, come, Lord, reign alone! 
 O hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 
 
 The bread that we yearn for, provide it each day 
 As we forgive others, our sins take away. 
 In times of temptation, to lead us be near. 
 From evil deliver your children most dear. 
 
  



 For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign; 
 And yours is the glory, all things you maintain 
 To you be the glory, resounding again 
 From all of creation, forever! Amen! 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Psalm 131                                                 (NRSV) 
 O Lord, my heart is not lifted up, 
    my eyes are not raised too high; 
 I do not occupy myself with things 
    too great and too marvelous for me. 
 2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
    like a weaned child with its mother; 
    my soul is like the weaned child that is with me. 
 3 O Israel, hope in the Lord 
    from this time on and forevermore. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Luke 2:21-38                                (NRSV) 
 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; 
and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb. 
 22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons.” 
 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 



30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven 
years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption 
of Jerusalem. 
 
RESPONSE 
 Leader: The word of God for the people of God! 
 People: God is still speaking! Thanks be to God!  
 
MEDITATION                                                    Tatum Temple 
 
WE RESPOND WITH OUR GIFTS 
 Offering Invitation: The prophet Isaiah remembers so many things 
God has done for the people out of the abundance of God's steadfast 
love. God continues to bless the world with abundance, and we share our 
gifts today out of that abundance in the hope that this church will be a 
blessing to the world. Let us give joyfully and faithfully.   
 
DOXOLOGY/CAROL    In the Bleak Midwinter 



 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 
 O God, we have been given good news of a great joy; for us, 
and for our world, a Savior is born. We see your mercy and love in 
Jesus, and we pray that our words and actions, at Christmas and 
always, would shine the light of Christ. May we, and our gifts, bring 
hope, peace, joy, and love, in Jesus’ name and for his sake. Amen. 
 
CAROL    Go, Tell It on the Mountain 



 
 



BENEDICTION 
 Depart in peace, for you have seen God’s salvation, a light for the 
nations. May the love of God guide you, the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, and the gift of the Holy Spirit give you power, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE  Pass the Love    

 
 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 You are invited to pass the peace of Christ with others in your 
household. If you are at home alone, we encourage you to write a note, 
call a friend and pass Christ’s peace in creative ways this week.  
 
POSTLUDE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Sherri Wissman by Jason, 
Tracy, Jack & Elise Oldiges. 
 
Thank You All!-Mom and I would like to thank all the St Paul folk who 
called or sent cards to celebrate her ninetieth birthday. Hearing from 
friends and family made her day. Myra Hanenkratt and Dorothy Schneider  



Attendance-Online-Daily Devotions Avg.-147, December 13-Sunday 
Worship-278, Sunday School-174  
 
Daily Devotions-Please join Rev Becky or Pastor Dee Monday-Friday at 
11:30am, online via Facebook Live. These will air on our Facebook page 
St. Paul United Church of Christ-New Bremen, OH. 
 
Bible Study resumes Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 6:30pm.  
 
Sunday December 27 & January 3-Sunday School will be via 
Facebook Live beginning at 9:00am. Worship- will be via Facebook Live 
at 10:15am. 
 
Bulletin Availability-weekly bulletins are available for download on our 
website stpaulnb.org.  
 
2021 Altar Flower Chart has been posted in the Narthex. To sign up for 
the date(s) you would like. Please call the church office Monday-Friday to 
sign up. Thank you.  
 
Mailbox-There is a mailbox outside of the East Educational Building door 
for any correspondence you may have for the church and would like to 
drop off. Please lift the flap and drop through the slot on the top. The box 
is locked and will be checked often. Thank you! 
 
Blessing Pantry-is located in the North Hallway and accessible by the 
North door during these hours - Tuesdays 5:30pm-7:30pm, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays 1:00pm-3:00pm. The Pantry will be closed 
Mondays and Fridays. All Donations Welcome – Blessing Pantry 
Needs-Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Kleenex, Napkins, Laundry Detergent, 
Dish Soap, Razors, Shaving Cream, Toothpaste, Deodorant, Diapers 
(size 1, 4, 5 & 6), Baby Wipes, Baby Shampoo, Shampoo, Conditioner, 
Bath/Hand Soap, Hand & Body Lotion, Tampons & Panty Liners, Cleaning 
Supplies, Storage Bags, Garbage Bags and Pet Food. Thank you! There 
is a metal can outside the East Educational Building door for donations.  

 



 Senior Food Boxes: Coming to New Bremen is a new program for our 
area, Western Ohio Food Bank, offers a food box for those over 60 years 
of age, who meet Federal Guidelines. It is a monthly program which 
serves as a supplement to your monthly food supply. If you are over 60 
and interested in this program, please contact Larry Kuhn at 419-629-
2379. 
 
January/February Upper Rooms-have arrived! They are available at the 
East entrance to the education building. Or please call the church office if 
you would like one and we will gladly mail one to you. 
 
Offering Envelopes-if you haven’t received your 2021 offering envelopes, 
they are available for pickup inside the East door of the Educational 
building.  
 

E-Giving @ St. Paul 
3 Different Ways to Give 

 

Online – Make a donation on our website: stpaulnb.org 
 

Give+ App – Search “Give Plus Church” in your App store and find St. 
Paul to Get Started! 

 

Text – Make a donation to our Number: 833-308-0048 
St. Paul New “Text to Give” #(# changed as of 10/9/19) 

How To Give by Text  (Example - my amount for the example is $25 
(minimum amount is $5.00)) 

 For general fund giving: Send 25 space gl (hit send) 
 For building & property fund giving: Send 25 space bp (hit send) 

 For Blessing Pantry: Send 25 space pantry (hit send) 
 For project of the year giving: Send 25 space poy (hit send) 

Once a text amount is sent: 
Registration Link- Sent via text the first time a donation is made. 

Thank you! Please visit (link) to register. 
Donation Confirm- Sent via text each time a donation is made. 

Thank you for donating $ (amount)! Text repeat to make this  recurring 
or refund to cancel this donation. 
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